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Trip Summary

Total Distance: 18.8 Km

Total Ascent:   1074 m

Total Descent:  1074 m

Trip Details

N49 20.181 W123 8.501 - 140m    Map 3, Reference 038

Two trailheads meet at the southwest corner of the parking lot.


The parking lots have a lot of capacity (at least 200 vehicles) but fill up very quickly during the summer months. There are also numerous signs warning 
about theft in the lots. 


Park hours are dependent on the time of year and reflect the seasonal change in daylight hours. 


There is a pay phone and Park Warden’s office accessible from the parking lot.




Walk along the parking lot and follow the trail that leads off to the right when the paved area runs out.


For a dip into Buntzen Lake at the south beach, head straight and then rejoin with the route later on. 


N49 20.407 W123 8.711 - 134m    Map 3, Reference 083

Entrance to Buntzen Lake South Beach:


The South Beach has picnic benches, washrooms and swimming.




The Buntzen Lake Trail begins here. It follows the edge of Buntzen Lake, past the North Beach, over the suspension bridge and all the way around the lake. 
It is about an 8km loop.


Start by following the path north along the lake shore. 


N49 20.473 W123 8.755 - 139m    Map 3, Reference 082

At this point, there is a path down to a fishing dock that juts out onto Buntzen Lake.


Buntzen Lake has rainbow and cutthroat trout and some other non-salmon species and is regularly stocked.


Please note you need a freshwater fishing license and Buntzen Lake meets region 2 regulations.




Cross Dogwood Creek before reaching a junction for lake access 160m away. 


N49 20.558 W123 8.737 - 133m    Map 3, Reference 081

If you want to escape the crowds of the South Beach for a quick dip or just see Buntzen Lake from another angle this point is for you. It offers lake access 
without the chaos of the South Beach during the summer.




Continue along the Buntzen Lake Trail. The path crosses over Elderberry, Fir, Goodberry and Hemlock Creeks before reaching a junction that connects to 
the first viewpoint from the South Beach. 


N49 20.763 W123 8.708 - 164m    Map 3, Reference 079

After taking a look at the viewpoint continue along the Buntzen Lake Trail for more great views of the lake or to connect to the Powerhouse Road. 
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Follow the trail up a little ways to a junction for Powerhouse Road. 


N49 20.775 W123 8.734 - 172m    Map 3, Reference 078

A trail splits off to the right for the Powerhouse Road, less than 200m away.




From the trail junction go through the woody valley. The trail will cross a number of creeks including Ivy, Juniper, Kinnikinnick and Lodgepole Creeks. There 
is a gradual decline of 30m over 860m to the Bridge over Maple Creek. 


N49 21.193 W123 8.779 - 137m    Map 2, Reference 077

Trees overhang the bridge over Maple Creek at the point where a small trail leads down to Buntzen Lake.




Continue north along the side of the lake over the Maple Creek wood bridge and through an area of trees beautifully covered with moss before reaching an 
outlet to the Pumphouse Road. 


N49 21.325 W123 8.773 - 144m    Map 2, Reference 076

The path heading up leads to the Powerhouse Road, less than 100m away.


Powerhouse Road runs parallel to the Buntzen Lake Trail. There are numerous cut ups along the way and the trails come together at the north beach and at 
the parking lot.




After the Powerhouse Road trail junction continue north along the path and over the Nine Bark Creek wood bridge 160m away. 


N49 21.409 W123 8.776 - 131m    Map 2, Reference 075

Enjoy scenic views of Buntzen Lake from the Buntzen Lake Trail.




After leaving the lookout, the trail crosses over Oregon Grape Creek and Poplar Creek. There are numerous large tree stumps spotted throughout the forest. 
 


N49 21.584 W123 8.796 - 137m    Map 2, Reference 074

This is an example of one of the many wooden bridges you will cross along the eastern side of  the Buntzen Lake Trail loop.




After crossing the wood bridge follow the trail north along the elevated edge of Buntzen Lake and over a number of creeks running down from Eagle 
Mountain. In less than 650m the trail climbs up and over the Coquitlam Lake Tunnel Outlet. 


N49 21.911 W123 8.712 - 147m    Map 2, Reference 073

You are now standing over the Coquitlam Lake Tunnel Outlet. Constructed in 1902 it was one of the first tunnels of its kind and is almost 4 km long. 




Head north along the Powerhouse Road to the junction for the North Beach and suspension bridge, less than 250m away. 


N49 21.94 W123 8.531 - 129m    Map 2, Reference 212

At this junction, the Powerhouse Road meets the trail leading to the suspension bridge that crosses the northern tip of Buntzen Lake.  There is also an 
information board and a path to the North Beach and the Buntzen Lake Trail.




Follow the Powerhouse Road north past an abandoned building. The route starts to get slightly hillier on its way to the Swan Falls Trailhead 400m away. 


N49 22.131 W123 8.52 - 131m    Map 2, Reference 211

Swan Falls Trailhead: This point is about one hours walk along the Powerhouse Road from the parking lot.




Follow the Powerhouse Road, past the rock slide warning signs, and over rolling hills along to the north end of the lake. The occasional car might pass but 
they are very rare.  


N49 22.418 W123 8.165 - 120m    Map 2, Reference 209

Junction for the Hydro Plant Entrance off of the Powerhouse Road:




Follow the gravel road north over hilly terrain and past a number of abandoned cars and boats. The trailhead for the Dilly Dally Trail is 1.3km away. 


N49 23.065 W123 8.435 - 91m    Map 1, Reference 179

The Dilly Dally Trail forks off the Powerhouse Road at this point.




Walk north along what is left of the Powerhouse Road to a point where a steep gravel slope levels out around more abandoned cars and boats. The path 
then takes you into residential Buntzen Bay. It is hard to determine what is private or public land but the trail leads you over a bridge, covered with a 
haphazard assortment of signs and then down to the water. 


The total trip from the Hydro Plant entrance is 2.2km each way. 


N49 23.029 W123 8.167 - 0m    Map 1, Reference 210

The stony beach at Buntzen Bay offers great views out over the water towards the opposite shore of Indian Arm and south towards Belcarra and the Twin 
Islands. There is also a picnic table here. There is no signage in the area indicating that beach access from the road is private, but that doesn’t mean it 
isn’t...so please respect the privacy of the local residents when exploring this area.




From the water, walk up along the path over a bridge, covered with a haphazard assortment of signs and then past residential Buntzen Bay. Go up along the 
steep remains of the Powerhouse Road passing abandoned cars and boats.  


The total trip from the Hydro Plant Entrance to Buntzen Bay is 2.2km each way and the trailhead for Dilly Dally is less than 1km away. 


N49 23.065 W123 8.435 - 91m    Map 1, Reference 179

The Dilly Dally Trail forks off the Powerhouse Road at this point.




Head north on the Dilly Dally Trail under the hydro lines until the trail reaches a big hydro pole, where it starts to make the first big climb. The path then joins 
with an old forest road as it continues to climb.


The junction for Crocker Lookout is 1.8km from Powerhouse Road. 
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N49 23.902 W123 8.708 - 359m    Map 1, Reference 177

At the junction for Crocker Lookout, an old logging road meets a standard hiking trail.




Crocker Lookout is only 325m away but the trail to it climbs 80m. Make sure not to miss the gigantic rock face on your left-hand side on your way north to the 
viewpoint. 


N49 24.075 W123 8.658 - 398m    Map 1, Reference 178

Crocker Lookout overlooks the north end of Indian Arm and Crocker Island. Although the view is narrow, it is certainly spectacular.




Retrace your steps for 325m, dropping 80m to get back to the trail junction. If you missed it the first time, take a second to admire the gigantic rock face on 
your right-hand side. 


N49 23.902 W123 8.708 - 359m    Map 1, Reference 177

At the junction for Crocker Lookout, an old logging road meets a standard hiking trail.




Follow the forest logging road south to a small path that crosses over a number of streams. Following your final elevation loss, the trail will come out under 
some hydro lines. From this point, just continue south along the hydro lines. You are almost at the trailhead at Powerhouse Road.


Powerhouse Road is 1.8km from the junction for Crocker Lookout. 


N49 23.065 W123 8.435 - 91m    Map 1, Reference 179

The Dilly Dally Trail forks off the Powerhouse Road at this point.




Follow the gravel road south over rolling hills and past a number of abandoned cars and boats. 


The BC Hydro Plant entrance and the main Powerhouse Road is 1.3km away. 


N49 22.418 W123 8.165 - 120m    Map 2, Reference 209

Junction for the Hydro Plant Entrance off of the Powerhouse Road:




The Powerhouse Road that passes by the top of Buntzen Lake only has the occasional car along it. Heading southeast, the road has small hills and passes 
a rock slide area with warning signs before reaching the Swan Falls trailhead (over 700m away). 


N49 22.131 W123 8.52 - 131m    Map 2, Reference 211

Swan Falls Trailhead: This point is about one hours walk along the Powerhouse Road from the parking lot.




Heading south, the Powerhouse Road flattens out slightly and passes an abandoned building (on the right) as it makes it’s way to the Buntzen Lake North 
Beach.


 


N49 21.94 W123 8.531 - 129m    Map 2, Reference 212

At this junction, the Powerhouse Road meets the trail leading to the suspension bridge that crosses the northern tip of Buntzen Lake.  There is also an 
information board and a path to the North Beach and the Buntzen Lake Trail.




Go east along Powerhouse Road to the Coquitlam Lake Tunnel less than 250m away. 


N49 21.911 W123 8.712 - 147m    Map 2, Reference 073

You are now standing over the Coquitlam Lake Tunnel Outlet. Constructed in 1902 it was one of the first tunnels of its kind and is almost 4 km long. 




From the Coquitlam Tunnel, walk south along the Powerhouse Road for 1.8km to reach the trailhead for the Academy Trail.


The Academy Trail is a nice alternative route back to the parking lot. It runs parallel to the Powerhouse Road and Buntzen Lake Trail all the way to the park 
entrance. 


N49 21.027 W123 8.864 - 187m    Map 2, Reference 288

Academy Trail trailhead head off the Powerhouse Road:


The Academy Trail runs south from this point, past the parking lot and to Sunnyside Road outside the park entrance. The Academy Trail is also frequently 
used for horseback riding. In total, it is around 3.7km long.




After the trailhead, follow the Powerhouse Road south 1.1km to where there is a cut-off for the South Beach. 


N49 20.433 W123 8.777 - 152m    Map 3, Reference 250

Cut-off to South Beach from the Powerhouse Road:




Follow the Powerhouse Road southwards, on a small decline, to the trailhead for the Halvor Lunden Trail, 550m away. 


N49 20.163 W123 8.644 - 150m    Map 3, Reference 084

The trailhead for the Halvor Lunden Trail has an information board showing a map of the area and trail networks. The information board also includes a little 
history about Halvor Lunden. He and his friends established and maintained the trails in the Buntzen Lake region for over 20 years.




Follow the Park Access Road 15m towards the park entrance to reach the Off-Leash Dog Walking Trail. 


Even without a dog, this is a very enjoyable route. 


N49 20.136 W123 8.644 - 151m    Map 3, Reference 471

Heading southeast from the beginning of the parking lot area, the Off-leash Dog Trail is about 600m long one way and connects with a couple of other lower 
Buntzen Lake paths at the end.




Follow the road back to the parking lot, less than 200m away. 


N49 20.181 W123 8.501 - 140m    Map 3, Reference 038

Two trailheads meet at the southwest corner of the parking lot.


The parking lots have a lot of capacity (at least 200 vehicles) but fill up very quickly during the summer months. There are also numerous signs warning 
about theft in the lots. 
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Park hours are dependent on the time of year and reflect the seasonal change in daylight hours. 


There is a pay phone and Park Warden’s office accessible from the parking lot. 
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